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In Reception we offer a safe, fun, stimulating and
nurturing environment where children are motivated
to explore and learn.

Information about Blaydon West
Primary School

nevertheless, new or expensive clothing is not
recommended as accidents do happen. Children will also be
encouraged to become independent and develop self-help
skills such as getting undressed and dressed, putting on
coats and fastening coats.

Our contact details are:

Remember when you are four or five and you need to go to
the toilet unfastening belts or buckles can be tricky!

Blaydon West Primary School

All items of uniform ordered through school can be
embroidered with the child’s name, however, if you purchase

Blaydon Bank

uniform from outside suppliers can you please ensure

Blaydon on Tyne

the uniform and PE kit are clearly labelled with

Tyne and Wear
NE21 4PY

Telephone: 0191 4143286
Website: www.blaydonwestprimary.org
Head teacher: Mr Simon Brown
Chair of Governing Body: Miss Jill Chaplin

the child’s name to avoid uniform items going missing.

We make the induction time as easy as possible. The
majority of children settle into Reception life very quickly.
However, if your child finds this transition difficult we will
be sensitive to their needs. Sometimes it is the adult who
finds the situation hard!
An initial Reception baseline assessment will be carried out
with your child based on the national model. We also value
your input towards this baseline and all assessments
throughout the year, as you are the one who knows your
child the best. During your child’s time with us he or she will
be involved in daily observations taking note of their
progress. You will also receive ‘Wow’ moment sheets, so if
your child achieves something at home you can
let school know by completing one of these.

What will my child wear for
Reception?

Welcome to Blaydon West Primary School
We are very pleased that you have decided to choose our
Reception. Beginning school is major event in the life of a
four year old. There will be lots of new things to learn and,
of course, you will want to ensure your child is well
prepared for this important event.
Therefore, we very much hope that you and your child will
enjoy their time at Blaydon West Primary School. We hope
that you will find this booklet useful. It is designed to
answer some of the questions you may have about your
child starting school and it explains a little bit about what
happens in Reception. However, please do not hesitate to
contact us if you have any queries or concerns.

Our promise to you
At Blaydon West Primary School we are proud of our
caring, creative and happy environment where all individuals

School uniform is worn by all pupils. A selection

are valued equally and encouraged to achieve their full

of polo shirts, jumpers, cardigans, fleeces and waterproofs

potential.

with the school logo on are available to order from the
school office or school website. We are frequently outside
during the day so please ensure that your child comes to
school suitably dressed to reflect the weather outside.
Wellington boots and raincoats can be kept in school. We do
provide aprons for messy activities such as baking, painting
and using glue but,

We also work in partnership with every family to provide
the highest quality provision in a safe, fun, stimulating and
nurturing environment. We shall endeavour to see that
your child is happy and makes good progress during their
time spent with us. We will also ensure that your child will
discover that learning can be an enjoyable and worthwhile
process.

Reception class

Outdoor environment

There is one Reception class. The class has a class teacher

The outdoor environment will mirror the indoor learning en-

and a teaching assistant. The setting has been designed to
the highest standard to create a bright, stimulating
environment in which your child will be safely cared for. It
has an enclosed outdoor play area.

vironment with Reception and it will be used daily with the
Reception routine, Children will be able to access resources
to develop the seven key areas of learning. Outdoor learning
is key to developing children’s independence, physical
development and to offer exploration and investigation

Reception Staff
Class teacher: Miss Sharon Donnelly

Teaching assistant: Miss Claire Batey

opportunities.

Expressive arts and design

Parental Involvement

In Reception the development of children’s creativity is an

At Blaydon West Primary School we recognise that parents

important part of the daily routine. Provision will be
provided to support their curiosity, exploration and play.
They will be provided with opportunities to explore and

need to feel confident and comfortable with the Reception
environment they choose. To ensure this we operate an ’open
door’ policy so that parents can discuss any aspect of their

develop their thoughts, ideas and feelings eg through a

child’s development at any time with a staff member.

variety of art, music, movement, dance, imaginative and

Your child’s progress will be discussed at a Parent’s Evening

role-play activities and design technology.

in the Autumn term and the Spring term. A written report is
given out at the end of the school year and an opportunity
to discuss this report with the class teacher will be
available.

Preparing your child for school

Physical development

Your child will be in a class of approximately 21 children. It

Physical development of young children must be encouraged

will make starting school much easier and happier if they are

through the provision of opportunities for them to be active

independent and can do many things for themselves.

and interactive and to improve their skills of co-ordination,
control, manipulation and movement. Through using the

What should he/she be able to do?
Can he/she…

indoor and outdoor environment, our children learn to
develop physical control, mobility, awareness of space and
manipulation skills. For example, threading beads, using
scissors, completing puzzles, running, riding bikes and



Dress and undress themselves?



Use the toilet independently and ask to go there?



Tidy up after himself/herself?

will also be supported in developing an understanding of the



Recognise their own name? Please tell your child’s

importance of physical activity and making healthy choices in

teacher if their name is abbreviated in any way.


Feed himself/herself?



Share toys and equipment?



Handle a pencil?



Sing some nursery rhymes?



Practise counting to 10?



Listen well and follow simple instructions?

climbing. Children will be encouraged to be independent and
develop self-help skills such as dressing and undressing. They

relation to food.

Understanding the world

How can I help my child prepare for school?

In this area of learning the children must be supported in



even if it takes far longer for them to get ready.

developing their knowledge, skills and understanding that
help them to make sense of the world. The children will have

Encourage your child to be as independent as possible



Get them used to a routine of reasonably early to bed

opportunities to question, investigate and explore the world

and up early enough for you and your child to have a

around them. Their learning will be supported through

stress free time to get ready for school.

offering opportunities for them to use a range of tools
safely, encounter creatures, people, plants and objects in
their natural environments and real-life situations; under-



Never threaten them with school! Be positive. Show it
to them as an enjoyable experience.

take practical activities and work with a range of materials.

What can I do with my child before they start

Our little planting area in the Early Years is ideal for this.

school?


Give your child as many varied experiences as possible:
drawing, painting, cooking, singing, making models,
playing games, jigsaws etc.



Get them used to: pencils, crayons, paints, play dough,
scissors.



Share stories, books and rhymes.
Read to them.



Count everything and share things
out.



Talk to them all the time. Name familiar things and
discuss what they see around them and what things are
for. Talk about what you see when you are out and
about.

Helping prepare your child for school

Problem solving, reasoning and Mathematics

Here in Reception we go to great lengths to help your child

Children must be supported in developing their range of

be prepared for their next stage of learning; as well as

problem solving, reasoning and mathematics in a broad range

developing the confidence and skills to be an independent

of contexts in which they can explore, learn, practise and

learner. In preparation for school, here are some things you

talk about their developing understanding. They must be

can do with your child to help them develop the basic skills

provided with opportunities to practise these skills and to

on the road towards their Early Learning Goals.

gain confidence and competence in their use. For example,

Speaking

counting, singing counting rhymes, sorting, comparing
different quantities such as heavy and light, talking about



Speak clearly and confidently



Model using the right words and set an example

two groups of objects together, taking away, focusing on 1



Speak in full sentences

more and 1 less than and solving mathematic problems.



Use clear, simple directions for tasks and behaviours



Engage in discussions with your child and allow them
the time to speak without being interrupted



Ask for their opinions



Tell them about your day and ask them about theirs.

Listening


Show your child how to be a good listener by listening
to them and others



Be patient—don’t interrupt or finish their sentences
for them



Give them your full attention when they are speaking,
showing them eye contact and good body language.

and copying patterns, talking about simple shapes, combing

Communication, Language and Literacy



ask about their opinions.

Children will take part in a range of experiences which will
enable them to communicate with their friends and adults

Respond to what they are saying by asking questions or



Listen to them read and tell stories.

eg playing in the home corner, in the role play areas, outdoor

Number Skills

areas and other areas within the class. Each child’s listening



Count daily with your child



Count objects, actions, numbers and a range of things.



Identify numbers wherever you go—a neighbour’s

and concentration skills will be reinforced daily by listening
to stories, listening to and carrying out instructions. The
children will have opportunities to enjoy books and develop

house number or the number on a bus.

their reading skills. Children will be involved in a range of
activities to develop fine motor skills and hand-eye



Help children putting numbers in order.

co-ordination to support the early stages of the writing



Let children help with the tidying and sorting. Can they
sort the DVDs by colour?

process. Opportunities for emergent writing, which is the
first stages of writing will be on offer in the areas. This will



Identify shapes around the home.

then progress onto children understanding that there are



Use fingers to represent a number.

different purposes for writing and encourage the children
to start off on the writing journey. Circle time will develop
speaking and listening skills. Role-play activities will also be

Writing


pressured.

used to develop speaking and listening
skills. Children will take part in a

Encourage your child to mark make without feeling



Get your children colourful pens, gel pens and exciting
new tools to encourage them to mark make.

phonics programme to teach children
their letter sounds and start them on



Let children write their name on cards or letters.

the road to reading.



If your child is already writing with a pen or pencil,
support their pencil grip so they do not develop a bad
habits.

Behaviour


Agree clear and realistic rules—and stick to them.



Give your child boundaries so they know what is
expected of them.



Children will be provided with experiences and support which

Children like routine—so set regular times for bed,
Under 5’s need up to 15 hours and primary children
Check your child has their name in everything
before they bring it. This helps them be organised
themselves at school.



Help your child remember to bring every thing—
book bag, PE kit, reading book etc.



Help your child to have all the equipment they need
for learning.



Let your child take hold of their own things on the
way to school—they will know where to put books
and bags.



Years Profile.

‘thank you’ .

10 hours sleep a night.


structured to support the Early Years Framework and Early

Personal, social and emotional development

getting up, meals and family time.


areas of learning. The daily curriculum on offer is

Encourage your child to always say ‘please’ and

Organisation


You will notice that when you visit Reception it is set up in

Let your children help you at home with the
cooking, cleaning and shopping—they relish an
opportunity to feel useful!

will help them to develop a positive sense of themselves and
others and respect for others. Activities will encourage
children to develop their social skills and a positive attitude
to learning. Support from adults will also be given to support
the children’s wellbeing and to help them to know themselves
and what they can do. For example, through circle time, role
play, playing with other children, taking turns, discussing
agreed Reception rules, Reception routines, dressing and
undressing independently, selecting and using resources
independently.

What will my child be doing in Reception?



morning so they can dress themselves—this really helps

The Early Years curriculum introduced in Nursery will be
continued and developed in Reception. It is again about
focusing on the development of the individual child, and
during your child’s time in Reception, he or she will

for PE!


Be patient when your child is helping.



Children are expected to toilet themselves once they
begin the Foundation Stage.

experience a great variety of activities based on the seven
areas of learning through structured activities and carefully
planned play.

Extending their learning


All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. Three areas are particularly crucial and are





Physical development



Personal, social and emotional development



strengthened.
These are:


Literacy



Mathematics



Understanding the world



Expressive arts and design

Talk about the world around them and encourage them
to ask questions.



Get to know what your child is learning—we will send
home a topic web each half term for you to read.



There are four specific areas
through which the three prime areas

Go to local museums, parks, wildlife reserves and into
nature.

These are:
Communication and language

Link your child’s learning to family activities—we can
give you ideas for each topic!

prime areas.



Lay your child’s clothes out in the correct order each

are

Take time to listen to your child and explain things
carefully, developing their understanding and
vocabulary.

